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SUBJECT: ANTARCTIC SPECIAL PREPARATORY MEETING: 
SCIENTIPIC AND TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP PIRST WEEK 
SUMMARY. 

REF: PARIS 19688 

1 . WORKING GROUP, CHAIRED BY AMBASSADOR BELTRAMINO 
(ARGENTINA), BEGAN ITS WORK WITH DISCUSSION OP THE 
ASSESSMENT OP THE EPPECTS OF RESOURCE ACTIVITIES 
PREPARED BY THE SCIENTIPIC COMMITTEE ON ANTARCTIC 
RESEARCH (SCAR CIRCULAR 359 DATED MAY 1976). MOST 
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ASSESSMENT EXCEPT SOVIETS WHO CLAIMED IT WAS 
BASED UPON INADEQUATE INEORMATION AND UNDERSTATED 
POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE' SOVIETS, SUPPORTED BY 
JAPAN, CALLED EOR A MORATORIUM ON RESOURCE ACTIVITIES 
OE 10 TO 20 YEARS TO ALLOW COMPLETION OE BASIC 
GEOLOGICAL RESEARCH. SOVIETS SUBMITTED A PAPER 
DESCRIBING ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS POINTING OUT LIKELY 
GLOBAL DAMAGE EROM RESOURCE ACTIVITIES. 

2. DELEGATIONS AGREED THAT ADDITIONAL WORK NEEDED 
EOR EVEN MINIMAL ASSESSMENT OE MINERAL RESOURCE 
POTENTIAL. MOST DELEGATIONS, EXCEPT SOVIETS, AGREED 
THAT IT SHOULD BE ASSUMED THAT EXPLOITABLE MINERALS 
MIGHT BE PRESENT IN THE ANTARCTIC. U.S. EXPERT 
COMMENTED ORALLY ON RESOURCE APPRAISAL IN SCAR 
CIRCULAR 359 AND STATUS OP RESOURCE INVESTIGATIONS 
IN ANTARCTIC. U.S. INTRODUCED WORKING PAPER ON OCEAN 
MINERAL EXPLOITATION TECHNOLOGY AND ANNOUNCED ITS 
INTENTION TO SUBMIT A PAPER ON MINERAL RESOURCES. 

3. AFTER CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION, A REPLY TO SCAR 
CIRCULAR 359 WAS DRAPTED, URGING SCAR TOAKE A MORE 
DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
OP RESOURCE ACTIVITIES. MOST DEIEGATIONS, INCLUDING 

U.S., RESISTED SOVIET EPFORTS TO LIMIT ALL CONSIDERA- 
TION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF POTENTIAL RESOURCE 
ACTIVITIES TO SCAR. THEY POINTED OUT THAT SUCH 
CONSIDERATIONS INVOLVED TECHNICAL, ECONOMIC, AND 
POLITICAL ASPECTS IN ADDITION TO THOSE BASIC 
SCIENTIFIC AREAS WITH WHICH SCAR IS COMPETENT TO DEAL. 
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